
HOW CAN CITIES SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY ENERGY?

USEFUL RESOURCES
ON CITY-TO-CITIZEN COLLABORATION 
AND SUPPORT MODELS
Local authorities and energy communities are “a match made in heaven”, 
in the words of John Vandaele, President and co-founder of the Belgian 
energy cooperative EnerGent. Indeed, virtuous long-term partnerships 
across the whole sustainability spectrum often develop out of initially 
small collaboration projects between cities and energy community groups. 
If you are looking at the various ways you, as a local authority, can support 
community energy projects and create a fertile ground for more citizen-owned 
energy capacity and services in your territory, this little resource round-up is for you!



Regulatory Aspects of Self-Consumption 
and Energy Communities

Published in 2019 by the Council of European Energy Regulators.

Transposition Guidance for citizen energy policies

Published in 2019 by PROSEU Project, Community Power Coalition, SCORE, and EREF.

Energy communities: an overview of energy 
and social innovation

Published in 2020 by the Joint Research Center.

Regulatory challenges and opportunities 
for collective renewable energy prosumers in the EU

Published in 2020 by Lisbon University, Institute for Ecological Economy Research, Uni-
versity of Leeds, and University of Lüneburg.

PUBLICATIONS

Regulation & governance models

https://www.ceer.eu/documents/104400/-/-/8ee38e61-a802-bd6f-db27-4fb61aa6eb6a
https://www.ceer.eu/documents/104400/-/-/8ee38e61-a802-bd6f-db27-4fb61aa6eb6a
https://proseu.eu/resource/transposition-guidance-citizen-energy-policies
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC119433
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC119433
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421519307943
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421519307943


Models of Local Energy Ownership and the Role 
of Local Energy Communities in Energy Transition in Europe

Published in 2018 by the Committee of the Regions.

Principles for Prosumer Policy Options

Published in 2019 by PROSEU project.

PUBLICATIONS

Regulation & governance models

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/667d5014-c2ce-11e8-9424-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/667d5014-c2ce-11e8-9424-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://proseu.eu/sites/default/files/Resources/PROSEU_Task%203.3_Principles%20for%20Prosumer%20Policy%20Options_2019-09-30.pdf


Financing community energy putting local 
energy transition and community resilience 
at the heart of the green recovery

Published in 2021 by the Community Power Coalition.

Stimulating investment in community energy: 
broadening the ownership of renewables

Published in 2021 by IRENA.

Mobilising European citizens to invest in sustainable energy

Published in 2019 by REScoop MECISE.

PUBLICATIONS

Financing

https://friendsoftheearth.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Financing_Community_Energy.pdf 
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Financing_Community_Energy.pdf 
https://friendsoftheearth.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Financing_Community_Energy.pdf 
https://coalition.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Coalition-for-Action/IRENA_Coalition_Stimulating_Investment_in_Community_Energy_2020.pdf
https://coalition.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Coalition-for-Action/IRENA_Coalition_Stimulating_Investment_in_Community_Energy_2020.pdf
https://www.rescoop.eu/uploads/rescoop/downloads/Mobilising-European-Citizens-to-Invest-in-Sustainable-Energy.pdf


Financing Guide for citizen energy communities

Published in 2021 by REScoop

Community energy: A practical guide to reclaiming power

Published in 2021 by Community Power Coalition.

How cities can back renewable energy communities: 
Guidelines for local and regional policy makers

Published in 2019 by Energy Cities.

A WinWin(d) for all: The handbook 
for socially-inclusive wind energy

Published in 2020 by ICLEI.

PUBLICATIONS

Practical handbooks

https://www.rescoop.eu/uploads/rescoop/downloads/D4.1.2_Financing_Guide.pdf
https://communitypowercoalition.eu/Community-Energy-Guide-EN.pdf
http://www.energy-cities.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/EnergyCities_RNP_Guidebook_Web.pdf
http://www.energy-cities.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/EnergyCities_RNP_Guidebook_Web.pdf
https://winwind-project.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Resources/WinWind_Handbook-2020-www-2.pdf
https://winwind-project.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Resources/WinWind_Handbook-2020-www-2.pdf


CEES

Community Energy for Energy Solidarity.

Come RES

Facilitating the market uptake of renewable energy sources 
in the electricity sector by scaling up energy communities. 

Community Power Coalition

Network of 40 like-minded European organisations promoting 
the development of citizen and community ownership of energy. 

Compile

Showing the opportunities of energy islands for the decarbonisation of energy 
supply, community building and creating environmental and socioeconomic benefits. 

European Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy

The world’s largest movement for local climate and energy actions. 

DECIDE

Shedding light on the set up and roll out of energy communities 
and energy efficiency services. 

ECCO

Creating new local energy community cooperatives.

PROJECTS & INITIATIVES

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101026972/fr
https://come-res.eu
https://communitypowercoalition.eu/
https://www.compile-project.eu/
https://www.eumayors.eu/
https://decide4energy.eu/
https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/ecco-creating-new-local-energy-community-co-operatives/


PROJECTS & INITIATIVES

European Citizen Energy Academy

Supporting the citizen energy movement throughout Europe by fostering 
knowledge transfer between Southeast and Central Europe. 

mPOWER

Peer-to-peer learning programme on municipal energy. 

NRG2PEERS

Supporting the uptake of a next generation of European peer-to-peer, 
peer-to-community and peer-to-market Energy Communities. 

Power up!

Social energy market players to tackle energy poverty. 

POWERPOOR

Support programme for energy poor citizens encouraging 
the use of alternative financing schemes. 

PROSEU

Enabling the mainstreaming of the prosumer phenomenon  
into the European Energy Union. 

SCCALE 203050

Sustainable Collective Citizen Action for a Local Europe.

https://www.euki.de/en/euki-projects/eucena-academy/
https://municipalpower.org
https://nrg2peers.com
https://energy-cities.eu/project/power-up!/
https://powerpoor.eu/about/project
https://proseu.eu/
https://energy-cities.eu/project/sccale-20-30-50/


PROJECTS & INITIATIVES

SCORE

Supporting consumer ownership in renewable energies. 

TOMORROW

Supporting cities to develop 2050 transition roadmaps together with their citizens. 

WinWind

Enhancing the socially inclusive and environmentally-sound market uptake 
of wind energy by increasing its social acceptance. 
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https://www.score-h2020.eu/
https://www.citiesoftomorrow.eu/
https://winwind-project.eu/partners/project/

