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Homegrown Energy Webinar Series 
 

Registration link: EUSurvey - Survey 

Across Europe, towns and cities are increasingly recognising that locally produced, owned, 

and managed energy is a strategic choice as well as an environmental one. It builds 

resilience, reduces dependence on volatile imported energy, keeps economic value within 

the community, and puts citizens at the heart of the energy transition. 

Energy communities are one of the most promising vehicles for this change. Yet despite 

growing interest, many local authorities still face barriers in their setting up: lack of 

information, unclear legal frameworks, limited technical capacity, or simply not knowing 

where to start. 

It is in this context that the EU Covenant of Mayors has launched its Homegrown Energy 

Engagement Action. By bringing together knowledge, experience, and practical tools, its 

goal is to empower municipalities to become active enablers of energy communities in 

their territories, moving from ambition to action. 

As part of this engagement action, four online webinars will be organised between May 

and June 2026, each lasting approximately one hour. Held in collaboration with partner 

projects and initiatives including the Citizen Energy Advisory Hub, the ISLET project, 

ManagEnergy, and Citizen-led Renovation, the series is designed to walk local authorities 

through the full development of energy communities: understanding what energy 

communities are, why they matter, how to engage citizens, how to tackle specific contexts 

such as islands, and how to set up and manage a community in practice. Sessions will be 

illustrated through concrete case studies drawn from real experiences across Europe. 
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Session 1: “Unlocking Support: Policies and Funding for Homegrown Energy” 

The opening session will introduce the Homegrown Energy Engagement Action and 

provide participants with an overview of the European policy framework for energy 

communities, including the Citizen Energy Package presented by DG ENER. It will also map 

out key support instruments available to local actors, from the LIFE CET funding calls 

presented by CINEA to the resources offered by the Citizen-led Renovation initiative. 

This first session will be on May 28, from 10.00 to 11.00 CET. 

 

Session 2: “Building Energy Communities with Citizens” 

This second session will explore how local authorities can actively involve residents in the 

design and governance of energy communities, drawing on the tools and experience of the 

Citizen Energy Advisory Hub, including its citizen panels. Two concrete case studies will 

illustrate what meaningful participation looks like in practice. 

This second session will be on June 4, from 10.00 to 11.00 CET. 

 

Session 3: “Energy Communities in Islands” 

European islands face unique energy challenges, such as geographic isolation, high 

dependence on fossil fuel imports, and fragile grids. Yet they are also pioneering some of 

the most innovative renewable energy community models on the continent. This session 

will shine a spotlight on island experiences, exploring how local communities in islands 

are developing homegrown energy solutions, and what lessons can be drawn from their 

approach.  

This third session will be on June 18, from 10.00 to 11.00 CET. 

 

Session 4: “Setting up and management of energy communities” 

Drawing on the expertise of ManagEnergy, this last session will provide a comprehensive 

and hands-on overview of the full lifecycle of an energy community, focusing especially on 

the steps needed for a successful creation of the community, and those to make it 

sustainable.  

This last session will be on June 25, from 10.00 to 11.00 CET. 
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